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Forthe past two years, the board of
Queen City Community Development
has studied how other communities
build institutions, how they come to
own their land and buildings and
increase community-owned equity
over time. We found out that they do
it with love and money. But the pas-
sion comes first and the money fol-
lows. Professionalfundraiser Sonya
Campion put it best, "Donors don't

~.
ive to build a building -they give to
pport a mission."
Queen City'sbroad community

. developmentmissionisnowfocused
on a single goal- to build a commu-
nity center and senior housing. This
focus resultsfrom Queen City's Elder
Initiativeforums and other lGBT

venues where participants supported
building a community center and
senior housing in large majorities.

The most commonly heard reason
for building a community center is the
lackof connection between individuals

in the lesbian, gay, bisexualand
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